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COUNTY OF SAN BENITO

KAREN OVERSTREETAGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER and SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES
3224 Southside Road, Hollister, CA 95023 Telephone (831) 637-5344, FAX (831) 637-9015

Karen Ross, Secretary

California Department of Food and Agriculture, and
The Honorable Board of Supervisors, and

Ray Espinosa, County Administrative Officer

In accordance with the requirements of Section 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural
Code, | hereby submit the 2017 annual crop report for San Benito County.

San Benito County continues to be one of the top five producing counties in California of specialty
vegetable crops, spinach, lettuces and salad mix products. The economic impact of production agriculture
to our local economy is much greater than the gross production value detailed in this report. ltis a
fundamental, and an often unidentified fact that agriculture provides additional value well beyond the
$351 million dollars in gross product sales to San Benito County’s economy.

Our agricultural industry produces a variety of commodities. Numerous specialty vegetable crops, fruits,
nuts, choice beef and quality wine grapes come from this county. In 2017, the overall value of the county’s
agricultural decreased by 4% from 2016. 2017 saw average yields in most commaodities. Spinach moved to
number two in overall production value and broccoli/broccolette made the list at number seven. Both
increases were primarily due to an increase in acreage. More and more ground is being committed to
leafy greens and miscellaneous baby greens available to consumers in bags at the market. A lower return
in many cases was seen in the boxed commodity market. Cattle prices maintained all year and were up
slightly compared to 2016. Producers held onto to an average number of replacements to rebuild their
herds.

2017 was a good year for tree crops as yields were up. Cherries had a good crop after enduring
consecutive poor years due to weather. In general, fruit bearing trees had a great yielding year with
superb size and quality. Walnut yields were consistent and the quality was slightly better yet still a little
below normal. Walnut prices dropped significantly again for the third year in a row. Wine Grape yields
were off slightly and prices were pretty much even. This year growers experienced a great amount
pressure from the production standpoint. Labor, logistics and traffic are beginning to hinder the industry.
We will learn more about these effects over the next few years to come.

These figures do not represent net profit to the producers. The figures are also periodically averaged and
or rounded in the process to achieve the end value.

| wish to thank the many farmers, ranchers and businesses that have cooperated in providing the
information required for the compilation of this report.

Sincerely,

Karen Overstreet
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Commodity Summary

Agricultural value from San Bento
County decreased by 4 percent,
13.8 million dollars in gross sales
for 2017. The biggest decrease was
found to have been in the vegeta-
ble and row crops production. Total
commodity values for 2017 and
2016 are compared below.

2017 2016

Field Crops $31,044,250 9% $28,627,500 8%
Fruit and Nut Crops $53,305,250 15% 549,316,750 13%
Vegetable and Row Crop $244,418,500 70% $264,923,000 73%
Cattle $21,577,750 6% $19,670,250 5%
Other Livestock & Poultry $995,000 —- $2,610,000 1%

Totals $351,340,750 100% $365,147,500 100%




