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COUNTY OF SAN BENITO

KAREN OVERSTREET AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER and SEALER ~ OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES
3224Southside Road, Hollister, CA 95023 Telephone (831) 6375344, FAX (831) 6370015

July 16, 2015

Karen Ross, Secretary
California Departmentfd=ood and Agriculture, and

The Honorable Board of Supervisors, and
Ray EspinosaCounty Administrative Officer

In accordance with the requirements of Section 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and
Agriculturd Code, | hereby submit the 20asnual cop report for San Benito County.

San B e niutumlGstsengthgsbased on agriculture productorrsity. With its unique
climate along with fertile soils and wEe:
county continues toidersify and improve efficiency in thaidst of itsthird year of drought
conditions. The county produces a variety of commodities and is one of the top five produc

counties in California for four different crops; Spinach, Lettuces, Salad Mix, am&iRep

In2014 t he overal |l val uaéproductiort shgathdecreasedifrgnd2013 a
This was a similayearto the lasticross the board for vegetable productisereages, yields, anc
unit prices shifted only slightlyProcessing tona acreage decreased and the ground was
productive for commodities which require less water such as leafy grébadargest gaiwas in
the rangeland unit prices and paid cent weights on cattle.

However, amild winter hindered theherryand vine cropyields, as well as, caused large crop
losses to dry land acreage. Commodities that require chilling hours and/or are dependent
suffered substantial yield losses or crop failure.

It should be emphasized that these figures are gross valuesuadlgio not represent net profit te
the producers.

| wish to thank the many farmers, ranchers and businesses that have cooperated in providi
information required for the compilation of this report

Sincerely,

Karen Overstreet
Agricultural Commssioner
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San Benito County
Board of Supervisors

Margie Barrios, Chair District 1
Anthony Botelho District 2
Robert Rivas, Vice Chair District 3
Jerry Muenzer, Chair District 4
Jaime De La Cruz District 5

Ray Espinosa , County Administrative Officer




San Benito County
Agricul tur al

Front Row:
Christy Clayton, Sr. Agricultural Biologist/Inspector
Donna Carbonaro, Sr. Agricultural Biologist/Inspector
Middle Row:
Billie Jimenez, Secretary Il
Lorie Tilley, Agricultural Technician
Michael Silverman, Sr. Agricultural Biologist/Inspector
Karen Overstreet, Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures
Cassia Mendez, Account Clerk Il
Back Row:
Ronald Ross, Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures ~ Retired
Gordon McClelland, Deputy Commissioner/Deputy Sealer of Weights & Measures
Ken Griffin, Agricultural Biologist/Inspector Il
Matt Bozzo, Agricultural Biologist/Inspector |
Victor Ayala, Agricultural Technician
Absent:
Sally Boden, Agricultural Biologist/Inspector
Rosemary Bridwell, Agricultural Technician
Tony Wilson, Agricultural Technician

On January 9th 2015, Ron Ross officially
retired as San Benito County Agricultural
Commissioner and Sealer of Weights and
Measures. Ron began his career with the
County in 1982 and was appointed Agricul-
tural Commissioner in 2009.

We thank Ron for his dedicated service to
the County and the agricultural communi-
ty. We wish him a long and happy retire-
ment.
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Commodity
Summary T caiaat b At

Year
Total commodity values are |[Commodity 2014 2013
compared between 2013 angField Crops 23,729,000 25,993,00(
2014. Agricultural value Fruit & Nut Crops 42,275,000 49,709,00(
from San Benito County de-|agetable & Row Crops| 226,798,000 225,673,00
2;?22%%.?;??,;124&1’300 9roSf- attle 23.284,000 17,179,00

' Misc. Livestock & Poultry 12,175,000 11,848,00(

Total Value 328,261,000 330,402,00
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Field Crops  Fruit & Nut Vegetable & Cattle Misc.
Crops Row Crops Livestock and
Poultry

Total agricultural value over a decade:

Year 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008

Total Value
(Million $)

$266 | $269 | $271 | $293 | $262
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Commodity Summary Continued

M Field Crops

M Fruit & Nut Crops

i Vegetable & Row Crops
M Cattle

M Misc. Livestock and Poultry

Field Crops $23,729,000
Fruit and Nut Crops $42,275,000
Vegetable and Row Crops $226,798,000
Cattle $23,284,000
Misc. Livestock & Poultry $12,175,000

$328,261,000




**Misc.Field Crops

*Grain Hay

** Nursery Stock

Pasture/Rangeland

Permanent Pasture

** Seed Crops

* Drought created crop loss___

** See page 12 for specifics

TOTALS

Field Crops

Production

Per
Acres Acre

TOTAL

$ Per
Unit $ TOTAL

227
185

11,000
12,900 1.38

225
288

508,000
508,000

452

470

554
723
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1,050 tons
17,802 tons

$ 427,000
$ 126,000

$ 285,000
$ 2,670,250

$ 10,260,000
$ 12,550,000

$ 10,160,000
$ 7,620,000

$ 104,000

$ 99,000

$ 2,493,000
$ 2,928,000

$ 23,729,000
$ 25,993,000




Vegetable and Row Crops

Production

Acres

Per Acre

TOTAL

Value

$ Per Unit

TOTAL

Broccoli

Cabbage

Celery

Lettuce, Iceberg

Lettuce, Leaf (mixed)

Lettuce, Romaine

* | ettuce, Salad Mix

** Misc.Veg. &
Row Crops

** See page 12 for list

Onions, All

841
891

166
183

661
468

663
685

404
376

3,382
2,927

4,500
4,974

6,509
6,387

934
970

7.00
7.17

23.5
26.5

36.24
37.59

18.11
20.21

10.4
10.5

12.88
14.01

3.55
3.25

5,888 tons
6,392 tons

4,067 tons
4 850 tons

23,955 tons
17,630 tons

12,006 tons
13,844 tons

4 202 tons
3,948 tons

43,548 tons
41,001 tons

15,970 tons
16,166 tons

17.24 16,102 tons
17.52 16,994 tons

810
1050

372
337

381
424

339
416

632
635

600
610

2,100
2,031

4,769,000
6,711,500

1,514,000
1,634,500

9,121,000
7,475,000

4,071,000
5,759,000

2,658,000
2,507,000

26,129,000
25,014,000

33,547,000
32,840,000

$ 59,842,000
$ 55,903,000

$ 10,209,000
$ 10,703,000

*May include: Baby Lettuces, (Red & Green Romaine, Red & Green Oak Leaf, Butter Lettuce, Lollo Rosa, Tango) Mi-
zuna, Red & Green Kale, Arugula, Beet Tops, Baby Spinach, Mache, Red and Green Mustard, Tat-Soi, Frisee, Red

and Green Chard, Radicchio and Herbs.
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Peppers, All

Spinach

Tomatoes,
Canning

Tomatoes,
Market

TOTALS

Vegetable and Row Crops
Continued

Production

Acres Per Acre

TOTAL

$ Per Unit

Value

$ TOTAL

1,920
1.838

3,434 4.14

4,194 3.96

1,137
1,536

22.42 43,046 tons
24.17 44.425 tons

14,217 tons
16,608 tons

59,170 tons
72,868 tons

8,416 tons
9,523 tons

700
654

2,200
1,992

30,132,000
29,067,500

31,281,000

33,089,000

4,941,000
5,137,250

8,584,000

$ 9,832,500

$ 226,798,000
$ 225,673,000




Fruit and Nut Crops

Production Value

$ Per
Acres Per Acre TOTAL Unit $ TOTAL

Apples 264 25 6,600 tons 298 $ 1,967,000
309 17.25 5,330 tons 302 $ 1,610,000

Apricots 552 5.17 2,854 tons 922 $ 2,631,500
582 4.09 2,380 tons 820 $ 1,952,000

Cherries 576 1.05 605 tons 2,696 $ 1,631,000
558 2.89 1,613 tons 2,788 $ 4,496,500

Grapes (wine) 2014 4,468 12,779 tons 1,200 $ 15,335,000
2013 3,885 15,753 tons 1,382  $21,771,500

*Misc. Fruits & Nuts 2014 385 $ 14,979,000
2013 400 $ 15,007,000

2014 121 210 tons $ 147,000
2013 110 : 94 tons $ 134,000

Walnuts 2014 1,560 1,621 tons $ 5,584,500
2013 1,574 1,477 tons $ 4,733,750

TOTALS 2014 $ 42,275,000
2013 $ 49,709,000

*See page 12 for specific list
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All Cattle

Calves

Pasture and Stockers

TOTALS

Cattle Herd Inventory

Cattle

Production

# of Head

Total Cwt

Value

$ per Cwt

$ Total

42,465
43,855

12,055
11,600

27,000
29,620

3,250
2,450

160
185

Year Round

68,111 cwt.
61,045 cwt.

60,750 cwt.
74,050 cwit.

45,500 cwt.
30,625 cwt.

2,960 cwt.
3,330 cwit.

8-10 months

19,800
21,500

12,000
11,500

230.00
178.50

42.00
42.00

105.00
94.00

97.75
89.00

2-6 Months

$ 15,666,000
$ 10,896,000

$ 2,551,500
$ 3,110,000

4,777,500
2,879,000

$ 289,000
$ 294,000

$ 23,284,000
$ 17,179,000

Total Head

28,750
30,000

Other Livestock & Poultry Products

Totald

2014- $12,175,000
2013- $11,848,000

60,550
63,000

*Misc. Livestock and Poultry Products listed on

page 12.
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Miscellaneous Crops and Products

*Commodities in these categories are combined with other similar products because the number of
producers of each commodity were less than three, or one producer is responsible for 60 percent or
more of the product. This is to avoid disclosure of the business affairs of the firms involved.

Artichokes
Beans
Broccolette
Cauliflower
Corn
Eggplant
Frisee
Herbs
Mustard
Peas
Radicchio
Radishes
Snow Peas & shoots

Garbanzo

Almonds
Figs
Peaches
Raspberries

Flowers

Cut Flowers (dry & fresh)
Turf

Chickens Turkeys

Vegetable & Row Crops

Arugula

Beets, table
Brussels Sprouts
Celery Root
Chinese Greens
Corn, sweet
Endive
Garbanzo Beans
Kale

Melons

Okra

Potatoes
Squash

Beans Alfalfa

Asparagus
Bok Choy
Cantaloupe
Chard
Cilantro
Cucumbers
Escarole
Garlic
Kohlrabi
Mixed Vegetables
Parsley
Rapini
Turnips

Field Crops

Honey & Pollination

Fruit & Nut Crops

Avocados
Kiwi

Pears
Strawberries

Vegetable Crops

Blackberries
Lemons
Persimmons

Seed Crops

Vine Crops

Nursery Stock

Mushroom Spawn

Vegetable Transplants

Livestock & Poultry Products

Eggs

Goats

Hogs
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Lambs Milk

Borage
Carrots
Chicory
Collards
Dandelion Greens
Fennel
Gourds
Mushrooms
Parsnips
Pumpkins
Rutabagas
Tomatillos
Watermelons

Wheat

Blueberries
Misc Fruit
Plums

Field Crops

Nursery Plants & Trees
Christmas Trees




San Benito Cou

nty Export Destinations

San Benito county biologists in
spected and certified a total ¢
2125 agricultural shipments t
52 countries in 2014. The to
export countries were Mexicc
and Canada with 813 and 47
shipments respectively.

Top 5 Export Countries

T

MEXICO CANADA JAPAN ITALY TAIWAN

m 2014

w2013

# SHIPMENTS

COUNTRY

NETHERLANDS
NEW ZEALAND

ALGERIA
ARGENTINA
AUSTRALIA
/BRAZIL
CANADA
CHILE

_ CHINA

\COLUMBIA
COSTA RIGA
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
ECUADQIR'J States [
EGYPT cfmeres
EL SALVADOR
FRANCE&_'
GERMANY" s
GREEC?“gxmﬂwma
GUATEMALA e’
INDIA
IRAQ
ISRAEL
ITALY
JAPAN
JORDAN
KOREA
LEBANON
MEXICO
MOROCCO

9
21
22
18

Uniled
s Slales

of
America

23
22

\en Guyar ]
FrenD Guiana

731
2
! Boinia 8
Pagagual 16
153
Uy
10
26

Calom bu

Ecuador Surina m

Perin Brazil

SHIPMENTS®

Western Sahara

Guinga-Bissalr

Swalbard (Mor.)

OMAN
PAKISTAN
PALESTINIAN TERRITORY
PANAMA
Nw“cﬁAﬁAGUAY
. PERUL

Latvia

X ﬁHmuﬁNNES
o RussiA

i€ MWSAQQLAﬁAmA
S@U?W%FMCA

S
Tunisia jap 160 Iran

o3
SPNN\MI

A*J'n:. E'ml 15
Libya Jor

SY%ANAﬁA%ﬁEPUBUQ '}1

Eritrea
| higer Ch_m Bangl. \straf

- TAWAN | 794 53
Sierra L B\ [‘amn:vdll
R o T T%ILAN‘D

Cote d lvoira @ = Uganda

“T/ﬂﬁMDA@@TOBAGo
Rep. of the Congo

ATUNISIA,,

Zainbia

Namitfa U R-N'E &

o e >~ = Mozamhigue

UNITED'ARAB EMIRATES
" UNITED KINGDOM
UZBEKISTAN
VENEZUELA
VIETNAM

YEMEN

g
5
4
3

Mongalia

32

caland

United
Kingdom { . Denmark
Nath.

Ireland 2 b

Kazakhstan

Kyrdyzstan

£ Tajikistan NKorea

S.Korea

Portugal |, &
o Japan

M
FKuwait | o

Moroteo, "o(‘-
Algeria

Taiwan
Ml l ania | prali

Sénegal '_'"WI ippines

Djanll

5 Lanka | % vsid d

1

Somalia

Solomon

Indonesia, . " Islands

IMadapascar

Australia

New Zealand
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Organic Farming

San Benito county had 75 certified registered growers in 2014 growing a wide va
riety of fruit, nut, vegetable, nursery, feed, and seed crops. Organic farming is a
important part of the agricultural economy in San Benito county as consumer de
mand and grower returns continue to increase. Some of the most popular and
highest grossing commodities include salad mix varieties, spinach, and walnuts.

CALIFORMIA DEPARTMEMT OF
FOOD & AGRICULTURE

_ cdf

2014 Organic Farming Statistics

Commodity Total Acres *Total Value

Salad Mix 4,693 56,469,000
Misc. Vegetables 3,137 36,598,000

Misc. Fruit, Nut,
Nursery, Chicken 253 1,472,000

Walnuts 564 1,943,000

Rangeland/Livestock 18,750 6,094,000
Total: 27,397 Ac. $ 102,576,00(

*Total value = producer gross sales reported in 2014
Table data are summarized from CDFA organic program reports.
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