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  KAREN OVERSTREET  AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER and SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES  

                                PO Box 699, Hollister, CA  95024-0699   Telephone (831) 637-5344 Fax (831) 637-9015 

 

                 

 

November 6, 2020                            

 

Karen Ross, Secretary California Department of Food and Agriculture 

The Honorable San Benito County Board of Supervisors 

Ray Espinosa, County Administrative Officer 

 

 

In accordance with the requirements of section 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and 

Agricultural Code, I respectfully submit the Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measuresô 

2019 Annual Livestock and Crop Report.  

 

Our farmers and ranchers continue to produce an astonishing array of products and achieve the 

highest standards in quality and environmental stewardship. Santa Benito County agriculture 

has an inspiring story of innovation and resiliency. Many of our growers exercise a complex 

rotational cropping pattern that allows them to meet the changing demand for specialty crops.  

We continue to see an increase in organic production as well as an ability to find those niche 

markets. To our farmers and ranchers, innovation and resiliency itôs who they are. It has 

allowed them to adapt in the face of adversity while continuing to produce safe, 

environmentally sustainable, and nutritious food. San Benito County Agriculture commodities 

grossed nearly $400,000,000 in 2019. Values per commodity and acreage planted shifted in the 

commodities as usual. This is the first year that Industrial Hemp is recognized as an agricultural 

commodity and is included in this report. 

 

The County Crop Report is the result of a joint effort between department staff and our industry 

representatives. Without their support, the report would not be possible. Thank you to all who 

call agriculture their professional career, and especially to the staff who collected, analyzed and 

published this important data. 

 

These figures represent gross returns to the producer and do not take into account the cost of 

production, marketing, or transportation. Net income of the producer is not reflected in this 

report. The figures are also periodically averaged and or rounded in the process to achieve the 

end value. 

 

To learn more about the Agricultural Commissionerôs Office and the services we provide 

including crop reports, visit us @ https://www.cosb.us/departments/agriculture/crop-report. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Karen Overstreet 
 

Karen Overstreet 
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Commodity Summary

Agriculturalvalue from SanBentoCountyincreased
by 13%, 47 million dollars in grosssalesfor 2019.
The biggest increaseswere found to have been in
the vegetableand field crops with the production
of Industrial Hemp. Total commodity valuesfor the
previoustwo yearsarecomparedbelow.
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Commodity 2018 % 2019 %

Field Crops 33,738,000$           10% 61,317,000$      15%

Fruit and Nut Crops 52,022,000$           15% 53,566,000$      14%

Vegetable and Row Crop 242,479,000$        69% 258,518,000$   65%

Cattle 20,037,000$           6% 20,034,000$      5%

Other Livestock & Poultry 1,238,000$             0% 2,888,500$        1%

Total 349,514,000$        100% 396,323,500$  100%

Commodity Summary



Top 10 Commodities 6

2019 Rank2018 Rank Product Value % % difference

1 1 Misc. Veg & Row $51,034,000 13%

2 2 Spinach $43,980,000 11%

3 3 Lettuce, Salad Mix $43,344,000 11%

4 4 Wine Grapes $33,424,000 8%

5 - Industrial Hemp $25,976,000 7%

6 7 Peppers, All Reported $17,761,000 4%

7 5 Broccoli/Broccolette $17,539,000 4%

8 6 Lettuce, Romaine $17,356,000 4%

9 9 Pasture/Rangeland $17,136,000 4%

10 10 Tomato, Fresh mkt. $16,003,000 4%

Total Value $283,553,000 72%of ALL Commodities

2019 Top 10 Commodities

4%

17%

16%

-1%

-1%

-21%

-10%

6%

14%

-



Vegetable and Row Crops7

Commodity Year Acres Per Acre Total (in tons) Total
2019 800 4840 - $3,872,000

2018 - - - -

2019 7740 5600 - $43,344,000

2018 7560 3.89 29,408                   $37,260,000

Misc. Veg & Row 2019 5710 - - $51,034,000

* See page 11 2018 5500 - - $48,939,000

2019 1090 - - $11,626,000

2018 940 - - $9,920,000

2019 5864 7500 - $43,980,000

2018 5806 3.69 21,424                   $37,599,000

Carrot

Lettuce, Salad Mix

Onions-Shallots-Garlic

Spinach

2019

2018

Totals

$258,518,000

$242,479,000

Commodity Year Acres Per Acre Total (in tons) $ per unity Total
2019 1812 8.1 14,677                   1195 $17,539,000

2018 2343 8 18,744                   1185 $22,212,000

2019 775 33.5 25,963                   595 $15,448,000

2018 810 33.25 26,933                   600 $16,160,000

2019 851 11.6 9,872                     1440 $14,215,000

2018 662 11.8 7,812                     1415 $11,054,000

2019 973 18.1 17,611                   360 $6,340,000

2018 1220 17.25 21,045                   385 $8,102,000

2019 2530 14 35,420                   490 $17,356,000

2018 3010 13.75 41,388                   465 $19,245,000

2019 1525 25.1 38,278                   464 $17,761,000

2018 1610 24.5 39,445                   455 $17,947,000

2019 700 16.1 11,270                   1420 $16,003,000

2018 610 16.21 9,888                     1420 $14,041,000

Broccoli/Broccolette

Celery

Kale

Lettuce, Iceberg

Lettuce, Romaine

Peppers, All Reported

Tomatoes, Fresh



Fruit and Nut Crops 8

Commodity Year Acres Per AcreTotal Tons$ per unit Total

2019 348 14.8 5,150       355 $1,828,000

2018 356 12.6 4,486       350 $1,570,000

2019 551 3 1,653       1500 $2,480,000

2018 566 1.6 906          1550 $1,404,000

2019 518 1.1 570          650 $371,000

2018 518 1.7 881          520 $458,000

2019 4740 4.63 21,946    1523 $33,424,000

2018 4740 4.77 22,610    1500 $33,915,000

Misc 2019 340 -           $13,626,000

* See page 11 2018 350 -           $12,710,000

2019 174 2.4 418          800 $334,000

2018 145 0.83 120          850 $103,000

2019 1061 0.56 594          1600 $951,000

2018 1125 0.63 709          1700 $1,205,000

2019 502 0.4 201          2750 $552,000

2018 522 0.42 219          3000 $657,000

2019 Total 30,532   9,178     $53,566,000

2018 Total 29,930   9,470     $52,022,000

Grapes

Olives

Walnuts

Walnuts (O)

Value

Apples

Apricots

Cherries

Production (all planted acres included)



Field Crops9

Acres Per Acre Total Tons$ per unit Total

Misc Field Crops 2019 $705,000

* See page 11 2018 275 $729,000

2019 11000 2.65 29,150      210 $6,122,000

2018 11000 2.8 30,800      195 $6,006,000

2019 135 $7,480,000

2018 130 $7,926,000

2019 504000 34 $17,136,000

2018 504000 32 $16,128,000

2019 200 325 $65,000

2018 245 325 $80,000

2019 511 7500 $3,833,000

2018 380 7550 $2,869,000

Hemp 2019 530 $25,976,000

2019 Total 2019 Total 61,317,000  

2018 Total 2018 Total 33,738,000  

Field Crops

Production Value

Grain Hay

Year

Nursery Stock

Pasture/Rangeland

Permanent Pasture

Seed Crops

Commodity



Cattle & Livestock 10

Year # of Head Total Cwt $ per Cwt Total

2019 51,140     

2018 49,176     

2019 12,240     75,276     160.25 $12,063,000

2018 12,010     74,462     158.75 $11,821,000

2019 35,940     109,620   48.00 $5,262,000

2018 34,066     107,307   48.00 $5,151,000

2019 2,805        39,130     63.00 $2,465,000

2018 2,920        40,880     68.50 $2,800,000

2019 155           2,945        83.00 $244,000

2018 180           3,492        76.00 $265,000

102,280  226,971  $20,034,000

98,352    226,141  $20,037,000

Bulls

2018 Total

2019 Total

All Cattle

Calves

Pasture

Cows

Year Year Round 8-10 Months 2-6 Months Total Head

2019 22,850                   11,865                   37,140                   71,855                   

2018 22,320                   13,700                   35,200                   71,220                   

Cattle Herd Inventory

Year

2019

2018

Other Livestock & Poultry Products

$1,238,000

$2,888,500

Totals



Arugula
Artichokes 
Asparagus
Beans
Beets 
Bok Choy
Borage
Brussel Sprouts
Cabbage
Cantaloupe
Carrots

Cauliflower
Celery Root
Chard
Chinese Greens
Chicory
Cilantro
Collards
Corn
Corn, Sweet
Cucumbers
Dandelion Green

Eggplant
Endive
Escarole
Fennel
Frisee
Gourds
Garbanzo Beans
Herbs
Leek 
Kohlrabi
Melons

Mixed Vegetables
Mushrooms
Mustard
Okra
Parsley
Parsnips
Peas
Potatoes
Pumpkins
Radicchio
Radishes

Rapini
Rutabagas
Snow Peas & Shoots
Squash
Tomatillos
Processing Tomatoes
Turnips
Watermelons

Garbanzo  
Beans

Alfalfa

Honey & 
Pollination

Forage 
Crop Seed

Baby Lettuces 
Red/Green 
Romaine

Red/Green Oak 
Leaf

Butter Lettuce
Lollo Rosa

Tango

Mizuna
Arugula

Beet Tops
Baby Spinach

Mache
Red/Green 
Mustard
Tat-Soi

Frisee
Red/Green Chard

Radicchio
Herbs

Salad Mix

Vegetable & Row Crops

*Commoditiesin these categoriesare combinedwith other similar products becausethe
number of producers of each commodity were less than three, or one producer is
responsiblefor 60 percent or more of the product. This is to avoid disclosureof the
businessaffairsof the firms involved.

Miscellaneous Crops and Products

Cut Flowers (dry & fresh)
Mushroom Spawn

Nursery Plants & Trees

Vegetable Transplants
Christmas Trees

Almonds
Avocados
Blackberry
Blueberries

Figs
Kiwi

Lemons
Peaches

Pears
Persimmon

Plums
Raspberries
Strawberries

Chickens
Turkeys

Eggs

Goats
Hogs

Lambs

Milk
Wool

Fruit & Nut Crops

Livestock & Poultry Products Nursery Stock

Field CropsSeed Crops
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San Benito County Biologists facilitated world trade in 2019 with 2,981 
certified shipments  across the globe. Our top partners were Canada, 
Mexico, Japan, Italy and Netherlands.  We also certified 569 plus domestic 
shipments of fruits, nuts, vegetables, and plant material.

Export Shipments Around The World

COUNTRY SHIPMENTS COUNTRY SHIPMENTS COUNTRY SHIPMENTS

ALGERIA 10 INDONESIA - PERU 17

ARGENTINA 25 IRAN 7 PHILIPPINES 6

AUSTRALIA 27 IRAQ 8 POLAND -

BAHRAIN 1 ISRAEL 9 PORTUGAL 1

BOLIVIA - ITALY 65 QATAR -

BRAZIL 33 JAPAN 65 RUSSIA -

CANADA 981 JORDAN 19 SAUDI ARABIA 25

CHILE 20 KENYA 1 SOUTH AFRICA 23

CHINA 42 KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 11 SPAIN 12

COLUMBIA 5 KUWAIT - SUDAN -

COSTA RICA - LEBANON 17 SWEDEN -

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 7 LIBYA - SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 17

ECUADOR 3 MALAYSIA 1 TAIWAN 5

EGYPT 22 MEXICO 1211 THAILAND 2

EL SALVADOR - MOROCCO 19 TRINIDAD  and TOBAGO 2

FRANCE 32 NETHERLANDS 116 TURKEY 13

GERMANY 1 NEW ZEALAND 1 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 27

GREECE 2 OMAN 3 UNITED KINGDOM 4

GUATEMALA 5 PAKISTAN 5 UZBEKISTAN 2

HONDURAS 4
PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORY

- VENEZUELA -

HONG KONG 5 PANAMA 6 VIETNAM 3

INDIA 22 PARAGUAY 1 YEMEN 10
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Organic farming is a large part of the agricultural economy in San 
Benito County.  San Benito County continues to see an increase in 
the numbers of producers and acres farmed each year.  San Benito 
County had 62 CDFA registered growers in 2019. Our growers 
produce a wide variety of fruits, nuts, vegetables, seed, nursery 
stock, field crops and livestock.  The most popular and highest 
grossing commodities included salad mix varieties, spinach, and cole 
crops. Gross sales were near 56 million dollars. 

¢ƘŜ IƻƭƭƛǎǘŜǊ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ǌŀǿ 
agricultural products directly to the consumers in San Benito County.  
This office inspects certified growing sites and markets to preserve the 
integrity of the direct marketing program. In 2019, the San Benito 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ  ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΣ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ 
/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ  ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
throughout the markets season. 

Organic Farming

/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ
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Agricultural Statistics

As required by the California Food and Agricultural Code, the County Agricultural Commissionercompiles an 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦWith its unique climate along with fertile soils and water 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  ¸ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ .Ŝƴƛǘƻ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфпм ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
website: http://www.cosb.us/county -departments/agriculture/crop-report/ .

/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ 

¢ƘŜ IƻƭƭƛǎǘŜǊ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ǌŀǿ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
San Benito County.  This office inspects certified growing sites and markets to preserve the integrity of the direct 

marketing program.

Vegetable Standardization

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅand marketing of all 
produce commercially grown and/or marketed in the state. Direct Marketing regulation and Organic law 

enforcement are part of a program that provides for local protection to growers, marketers and consumers

Nursery & Seed Inspection

Through this program, the Commissioner inspects the growing, propagation, production and sale of nursery stock 
to assure cleanliness from pests, true variety and vigorous-healthy plants for sale to the consumer.  Inspections 

are also performed at the retail and wholesale establishments that sell seeds. Samples are drawn for germination 
and purity testing. Labeling is inspected for compliance with state requirements.Through this program, 

certification services are also performed for growers and processors, in cooperation with the California Crop 
Improvement Association.

Pesticide Use Enforcement

California has the most comprehensive pesticide regulatory system in the nation. TheAgricultural Commissioner 
is responsible for the implementation of the statewide program at the County level. Thisprogram regulates the 

proper, safe, and effective use of pesticides that are essential for production of food and forprotection of the public 
health and safety. Structural and landscape use of pesticides are also regulated by the Commissioner. It also protects 

the environment from potentially harmful pesticides by prohibiting, regulating or ensuringproper stewardship of 
pesticides. Other components of the program include pesticide use reporting, incident investigations,outreach 

activities, inspection of users/distributors of pesticides and monitoring applications in the field.

Pest Detection

At the peak season, our office deployed 1205 insect detection traps throughout the county.  These traps are 
designed to intercept new exotic and non-native insect species before they become established.  Some of the insects 

we monitor for include:  Asian Citrus Psyllid - European Pine Shoot Moth - Japanese Beetle - Melon Fruit Fly -
Mexican Fruit Fly - European Corn Borer - Glassy-winged Sharpshooter - Khapra Beetle - Mediterranean Fruit Fly -

European Grapevine Moth - Gypsy Moth - Oriental Fruit Fly - Light Brown Apple Moth = 12,761 servicing's completed 
in over 4200 hours.  *

Pest Eradication

Invasive plant pests are eradicated throughout the year using a combination of chemical, mechanical, and biological 
control methods. Yellow & Purple Star-thistle, Scotch & Artichoke Thistle have been the targeted species.
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