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REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 18, 2014 

ACTION MINUTES  
 
     The Board of Supervisors of San Benito County met in the Board Chambers on the 
above date in regular session. Supervisors Muenzer, De La Cruz, Rivas, Botelho and 
Barrios were present. Also present were County Administrative Officer Ray Espinosa, 
County Counsel Matt Granger and Assistant Clerk of the Board Janet Slibsager. Chair 
Muenzer presided. 
 
9:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER: 
a) Supervisor Botelho led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
b) Upon motion duly made by Supervisor DeLaCruz and seconded by Supervisor 

Botelho, acknowledged Certificate of Posting. 
 

c)    Public Comment:   
      Ed Tobin, Salinas Ramblers Motorcycle Club, thanked the County and the 
County Road Department for the work they did on Coalinga Road.  He said that 
they had recently conducted a national off-road race in February and there were 
almost 400 contestants, so it was nice to have roads without pot holes on it.  
 Speaking for himself he spoke as to how he had heard from other people 
that this last weekend down in Clear Creek they had encountered law 
enforcement rangers that were out in force warning people that Clear Creek road 
is not a county road that you need a permit to go down the road (basically 
intimidating and scaring people). He said that Rick Cooper has started the 
implementation of his plan despite what he said two weeks ago. He said that he 
would like to recommend that the Board contact Congressman Sam Farr 
regarding this issue and also contact Congressman Bishop who runs the 
subcommittee oversight for the Bureau of Land Management.  He said please 
keep Clear Creek and all the other county roads open. 
 Michael Silverman, Agricultural Inspector/Biologist for the San Benito 
County Ag Commissioners Office and Team Leader with SEIU spoke of hiring a 
permanent Resource Director instead of contracting out like they are doing now.  
He said that he viewed this as a necessary position that is to invaluable to both 
workers and management to be contracted out. He said that the MOU took a lot 
from the workers financially it is time for the Board to give back to the workers 
that invest in the professional development.  He said that he urges the Board to 
reinvest in the workers, now is the time to do so, since the workers are suffering 
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from loss in pay, morale is low and employees want to feel that their work 
matters.  Put the focus back on the workers. 
     Marvin Jones, Hollister resident, spoke in regards to the Monterey Bay Unified 
Air Pollution Control District Resource Board that sends out regulations.  He said 
that they recently put out their first update climate change scoping plan, how 
AB32 is going to be implemented to reduce greenhouse gases, transportation.  
He also spoke in regards to solid waste gases and landfills. 
 Reed Sanders introduced himself as the new District Representative from 
California Senate 12th District, Anthony Canellas Office.  He announced, on 
behalf, of Senator Canella he would be holding a Town Hall meeting in Salinas 
on Thursday, March 27th from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in regards to the recent 
water woes and the worst driest year on record if anyone would like to attend.  
He said if anyone had any questions he could be reached at the Senators Office 
831-769-8040. 
      

d) Department Head Announcements:  Information only. 
       County Administrative Officer Ray Espinosa announced that Item #5 on 
the Consent Agenda, Item #21 on the Regular Agenda and Closed Session Item 
#22 were being pulled and continued to a later date.   
  Public Works Administrator Steve Wittry reported that they found out 
yesterday that they may be shorted some of their gas tax revenue for the fourth 
quarter this year in the amount of $98,000.  What that is going to mean to us is 
that the scheduled chip seal for Union Road and the work we are going to do on 
Southside Road with the asphalt zipper may be delayed due to this shortage.  He 
said that it may delay these projects into the next fiscal year, but he said that he 
would keep the Board informed. 
 

e) Board Announcements:  Information only. 
  Supervisor Barrios announced that through the Intergovernmental 

Committee they have been discussing homelessness.  She said last week she 
visited the Homeless Shelter and was very pleased to see how organized the 
accommodations were.  She said the people there are wanting and looking for 
opportunity, they would like to have jobs, home, vehicle, etc.  She said that she 
knows through the Intergovernmental Committee they will make every effort they 
can to help them.  Wanted to let the Board know that we are moving forward to 
address the issue of homelessness and to help them.  

  Chairman Muenzer announced that he attended the AMBAG meeting. 
Items discussed were to eliminate noise from the sanctuary and the public 
hearing on the draft 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by Supervisor Botelho, 
approved Consent Agenda Items with the exception of Item #2 which was pulled for 
discussion and Item #5 which was pulled and continued to a date uncertain. 
(Unanimous) 
 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT – A. Yamamoto: 
1) Approved contract with Medical Search, LLC for Psychiatry Services for the 

period of March 18, 2014 through June 30, 2015, for a maximum annual total of 
$373,400. File #810 
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE – R. Espinosa: 
2) Approve the amended lease agreement with Go Kids, Inc. for the property on 

Fairview Road, extending the amended lease to expire on June 30, 2014.  
 Item pulled for discussion. 
  Supervisor Botelho mentioned that we need to try to collect some kind of 

rent for this facility even though it is a non-profit agency that is occupying the 
facility.  He said that we can’t go on without addressing this issue.  He said that 
he would like to have this addressed before the next lease renewal which is July 
1, 2014. 

 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Botelho and seconded by 
Supervisor Barrios, approved the amended lease agreement with Go Kids, Inc. 
for the property on Fairview Road. (Unanimous) File #130 

 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY – J. Rydingsword: 
3) Approved State Department of Health Care Services Children’s Medical 

Services Plan and Fiscal Guidelines/Budget for 2013-14, in the amount of 
$449,764 for the term of July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014; and authorized the 
HHSA Director to approve and execute the agreement and any amendments. 

 File #130 
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT – B. Turner: 
4) Authorized the Planning and Building Department to release a professional 
 planning and environmental services Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the 
 purpose of establishing a County consultant eligibility list. File #790 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – S. Wittry: 
5) Approve contract with Cornerstone Structural Engineering Group for the design 
 services and preparation of plans and specifications for the Union Road Safety 
 Improvement Project for the period of March 18, 2014 through June 30, 2017, in 
 an amount not to exceed $144,900. 
 (Continued item to a date uncertain) 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – S. Wittry: 
6) Approved contract Amendment #1 with ThyssenKrupp Elevator Corporation, 
 increasing existing contract by $5,001.00 for a total contract value not to exceed 
 $15,000. File #105.3 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – S. Wittry: 
7) Approved the specifications, and bid documents for the CSA #31 (Stonegate) 
 Water Meter Replacement and Installation project. File #CSA 31 
 
SAN BENITO COUNTY LOCAL PLANNING COUNCIL – K. Bobsin: 
8) The Childcare Local Planning Council recommends that the Board reviewed 
 Certification of Statement regarding composition of membership and 
 authorized the chair to sign. File #119 
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SHERIFF’S OFFICE – D. Thompson: 
9) Approved the maintenance agreement with Safran, Morpho Trust in the total 
 amount of $24,079 for the maintenance of five (5) fingerprint identification 
 systems for the period of April 1, 2014 through March 31, 2015; and authorized 
 the Sheriff to sign said agreement. File #110 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS – 9:00 a.m. (Or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard)  
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT – B. Turner: 
10) Open the Public Hearing and take any public comment on Zone Change 

(ZC) 13-177 (890 Buena Vista Road); staff then recommends that the Board 
continue the Public Hearing, to Board of Supervisors meeting of April 15th 
at 9:00 a.m.  

  Interim Planning Director Byron Turner introduced the project and 
provided staff report.  Mr. Turner reported that staff recommendation was to open 
the public hearing, take public comment and continue the hearing to April 15, 
2014.  He mentioned that the project would be included in the agenda of the 
Planning Commission special meeting on April 2, 2014. 

  Supervisor De La Cruz spoke about his concern with the different activities 
that are beginning to increase on Buena Vista Road and the safety of the road 
with the school there.  He said that he would like to create a committee to 
address some of the safety issues on that road before this project goes through. 

  Chairman Muenzer opened the public hearing. 
  Those speaking from the public were:  Judy Rogers, resident of Buena 

Vista Road, Hollister. Ms. Rogers spoke as to how the department complex is a 
good thing, but the children walking to school are in danger, something needs to 
be done for their safety. 

  Rob Scattini, resident of Buena Vista Road, Hollister.  Mr. Scattini said 
that the problem with that road is that part of the road is City and part is County.  
He said that he also agreed with previous speaker that the safety of the children 
needs to be addressed. 

  Discussion ensued by Board and staff. 
  Chairman Muenzer announced that this public hearing would be continued 

to April 15, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  File #790 
   
REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE – R. Espinosa: 
11) Hold discussion and appoint Board of Supervisors members to serve on an 

Ad Hoc Technical Committee. 
  CAO Ray Espinosa presented this item and provided information in 

regards to a Technical Committee. 
  Discussion ensued by the Board and staff. 
  Chairman Muenzer appointed Supervisor De La Cruz and himself to the 

ad hoc Technical Committee.  File #156 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE – R. Espinosa: 
12) Adopt Resolution approving the collective bargaining agreement between 
 the County of San Benito and SEIU; authorize the County Administrative 
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 Officer and  County Auditor to take the necessary administrative actions 
 appropriate to effectuate the purpose and intent of this action  including 
 signing the final MOU agreement; and authorize the County 
 Administrative or his/her designee to make  any technical edits as later 
 identified. (Res. No. 2014-19) 
  CAO Ray Espinosa provided information in regards to reaching an 
 agreement with SEIU. Mr. Espinosa said that this was a long, hard, difficult road, 
 but wanted to thank the negotiating team from SEIU and the employees for their 
 concessions along with the County’s negotiating team that put in long hours to 
 reach this agreement today. 
  Dania Torres Wong, lead negotiator for the County from Renee Sloan 
 Holtzman Sakai, provided  information in regards to the resolution and signing 
 the final MOU Agreement between SEIU and the County and the authorization of 
 the CAO and the Auditor’s Office to take necessary administrative actions 
 appropriate to effectuate the purpose and intent of the MOU including signing the 
 MOU and authorizing the County Administrator or his/her designee to make any 
 technical edits as later identified. Ms. Wong also went over the changes that had 
 been made in regards to pension pickup by employees and health benefit 
 contributions by the county.  She said that she is asking the Board for their 
 approval of said MOU agreement and resolution with regards to the final 
 changes. 
 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Botelho and seconded by 
 Supervisor Barrios, adopted Resolution No. 2014-19, approving the collective 
 bargaining agreement between the County of San Benito and SEIU; authorized 
 the County Administrative Officer and County Auditor to take the necessary  
 administrative actions appropriate to effectuate the purpose and intent of this 
 action including signing the final MOU agreement; and authorized the County 
 Administrator or his/her designee to make any technical edits as later identified. 
 (Unanimous) File #119 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES – G. Cochran: 
13) Adopt Resolution for Employer Paid Member Contributions for 
 Miscellaneous Employees represented by Service Employees 
 International Union (SEIU) Local #521 (increasing employer payment  from 
 0% to 2%) effective March 16, 2014; and adopt Resolution for  Employer 
 Paid Member Contributions for  Miscellaneous Employees represented by 
 SEIU Local #521 (reducing employer payment from 2% to 0%)  effective 
 April 27, 2014.  
 (Res. No. 2014-20) & Res. No. 2014-21) 
  Interim Human Resource Director Georgia Cochran provided information 

in regards to resolution required by CalPers for the changes made to Employer 
Paid Member Contributions. 

 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Botelho, adopted Resolution No. 2014-20, for Employer Paid 
Member Contributions for Miscellaneous Employees represented by SEIU Local 
#521 (increasing employer payment from 0% to 2%) effective March 16, 2014; 
and adopted Resolution No. 2014-21, for Employer Paid Member Contributions 
for Miscellaneous Employees represented by SEIU Local %521 (reducing 
employer payment from 2% to 0%) effective April 27, 2014. (Unanimous) File #630 
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HUMAN RESOURCES – G. Cochran: 
14) Adopt a Resolution fixing the Employer Contribution under the Public 
 Employees’ Medical and Hospital Care Act only with respect to members of 
 specific employee organization and Fix the employer’s contribution at an 
 amount at or greater than the prescribed by Section 22892(b) of the 
 Government Code for Retirees. (Res. No. 2014-22) 
  Interim Human Resource Director Georgia Cochran provided information 

in regards to resolution required for Employer Contributions for Health Insurance 
contributions for retirees. 

 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Botelho and seconded by 
Supervisor Barrios, adopted Resolution No. 2014-22, fixing the employer’s 
contribution under the Public Employees’ medical and hospital care act only with 
respect to members of specific employee organization and fix the employer’s 
contribution at an amount at or greater than that prescribed by Section 22892(b) 
of the Government Code.  (Unanimous) File #630 

 
COUNTY COUNSEL – M. Granger: 
15) Adopt Resolution requesting that the California Department of 

Transportation (CalTrans) enter into a Joint Powers Agreement with the 
County of San Benito regarding the design and construction of the 
Highway 156 Improvement Project. (Res. No. 2014-23) 

  County Counsel Matt Granger provided information in regards to 
resolution at the request of Supervisor Botelho.  

  Supervisor Botelho provided information as to why he would like a joint 
powers agreement with Caltrans in regards to the design and construction of the 
Hwy 156 Improvement Project and adopting a Resolution to that effect.  He 
stated that he hoped to have the Board’s support. 

  Discussion ensued by Board and staff. 
 BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Botelho and seconded by 

Supervisor Barrios, adopted Resolution No. 2014-23, requesting that the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) enter into a Joint Powers 
Agreement with the County of San Benito regarding the design and construction 
of the Hwy 156 Improvement Project.  (3-2 vote, Supervisor Rivas and DeLaCruz 
voted no) File #160 

 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY – J. Rydingsword: 
16) Accept an Automated External Defibrillator for placement in the County 

Administration Building. 
  Marcie Morrow from Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Agency thanked 

the Board of Supervisors for the opportunity to place an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) for public access in the lobby of this building.  She said that 
their agency is committed to saving lives and by using an AED and starting CPR 
immediately we can make a huge difference between life and death.  She 
mentioned that San Benito County was the very first AED save in California.  She 
stated that the EMS Agency is totally committed to teaching CPR, AED use and 
hands on CPR instruction. If you are interested in learning more or would like to 
take a class you may contact them, American Heart Association or the American 
Red Cross to find a class nearby. 
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  Supervisor Barrios and Supervisor De La Cruz thanked Ms. Morrow for 
this machine. File #130 

   
 Chairman Muenzer called for a 10 minute break at 10:20 a.m. 
 Board reconvened at 10:28 a.m. 
  
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY – J. Rydingsword: 
17) Appoint Ira Lubell, M.D., M.P.H., as Interim County Health Officer and 

approve contract effective March 18, 2014 until rescinded; adopt 
Resolution appointing Ira Lubell, M.D., M.P.H., as Interim County health 
Officer. (Res. No. 2014-24) 

  Public Health Director Lynn Mello provided information in regards to 
appointing Ira Lubell, M.D., as Interim Health Officer until they are able to recruit 
and appoint a permanent Health Officer. She asked the Board to adopt the 
resolution appointing Mr. Lubell and approve the contract effective March 18, 
2014 until rescinded.  Ms. Mello introduced Dr. Lubell. 

  Mr. Lubell said that it was a pleasure to be here today and to be able to 
help during this interim period.  He said that he hopes that he is able to help in 
finding a qualified Health Officer for the community.  He said that he was 
available 24/7 by phone to help with any county health related problems. 

  Supervisor Botelho welcomed Dr. Lubell and told him that the Board was 
available for him too if he had any questions.  

 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Botelho, appointed Ira Lubell, M.D.M.P.H., as Interim County Health 
Officer and approved contract effective March 18, 2014 until rescinded; adopted 
Resolution No. 2014-24, appointing Ira Lubell, M.D., M.P.H., as Interim County 
Health Officer. (Unanimous) File #420 

 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE – R. Espinosa: 
18) Accept and approve a one-time contribution of $100,000 from the Court for 

the specific and limited purpose of funding Security Services at the new 
courthouse; and direct the County Administrative Office to deposit the 
Court’s one-time contribution of $100,000 so that any unexpended funds 
are carried forward into the subsequent fiscal year with the same specific 
and limited purpose of funding Security Services at the new courthouse; 
and accept and approve the MOU for Security Services at the new 
courthouse and authorize the Chair to sign; and direct the Sheriff to 
provide and update to the Board of Supervisors by July 1, 2014 with regard 
to the status of permanently increasing the State’s funding for Security 
Services. 

  CAO Ray Espinosa provided information in regards to the updated 
information on the new courthouse security and the meeting that had taken place 
with Judge Sanders, Sheriff Darren Thompson, Don Bradley, County Counsel 
Matt Granger along with Supervisor Barrios and Supervisor Botelho. He said that 
they had discussed some recommendations in the MOU which he pointed out; on 
page 5 of MOU section 5.1 A., the term of the MOU, B., the parties shall meet on 
or before December 1, 2014 to discuss and negotiate the following:  (1) the terms 
and conditions of a new MOU; and (2) any modifications necessary to the MOU 
as a result of any action taken by the State of California regarding court security 
funding, security staffing levels, or any other action taken by the State that may 
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affect the terms and conditions of this MOU or any new MOU; (3) the termination 
of this MOU, to the extent allowed by law.  Mr. Espinosa said those were the 
main things that they discussed and that he recommended that the Board move 
forward in signing the MOU.  He said that the courts have kindly given us the 
$100,000 to add security in the courthouse which opened on Monday, March 
17th.  Mr. Espinosa thanked all parties for meeting to work on this issue. 

  Chairman Muenzer announced that yes the new Courthouse is open and 
appreciated the Courts working with us. 

  Supervisor Barrios said that it was nice to work together and was a good 
way to move forward. 

  Supervisor Botelho said that we are not done but we all remain committed 
to work with the State to resolve this problem. 

 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Botelho, approved per staff recommendation. (Unanimous) File #110  

 
TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR – M. L. Andrade: 
19) Adopt Resolution delegating authority to the County Treasurer-Tax 
 Collector-Public Administrator in regards to entering into contract with a 
 depository  relating to any deposit and banking services which in his or 
 her judgment is to the public advantage. (Res. No. 2014-25) 
 (This item was pulled from the agenda and continued to a date uncertain.) 
 File #685.2 
 
INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT – M. Rose: 
20) Appoint an Ad Hoc Subcommittee to review the 2014 COLA and Change in 

Law Costs for Waste Connections, Inc. (John Smith Road Landfill Contact 
Operator) and report back to Board of Supervisors with recommendation. 

  Integrated Waste Director Mandy Rose provided information in regards to 
appointing an Ad Hoc subcommittee to review the 2014 COLA and change in 
Law Costs for Waste Connections, Inc. 

  Chairman Muenzer appointed Supervisor Rivas and Supervisor De La 
Cruz to serve on the Ad Hoc subcommittee. File #75.4 

 
INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT – M. Rose: 
21) Direct staff as to the preparation of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the 

San Benito County Resource Recovery Park; and appoint an Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee to work with staff or direct staff to prepare a draft document 
for full Board of Supervisors review.  

 (This item was pulled from the agenda and continued to a date uncertain.) 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
Matters discussed during Closed Session include existing and pending litigation, personnel matters and 
real property negotiations.  Reportable actions taken by the Board during Closed Session will be 
announced during open session.  (Gov. Code Section 54957.1(a) & (b), Ralph M. Brown Act.) 
 
22) Closed Session-Conference with Labor Negotiators 
 Agency designated representatives: Dania Torres Wong, Ray Espinosa, Joe 

Paul Gonzalez, Melinda Casillas, Mark Gregersen, Georgia Cochran and Burke 
Dunphy 
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 Employee Organizations:  Institutions Associations 
             Law Enforcement Management 
                      Management Employees’ Group 
             SEIU Local 521 (General Unit Employees 
             SEIU United Long Term Care Workers Local 6434 
             Deputy Sheriff’s Association 
 Authority:  California Government Code Section 54957.6 
 (Item was pulled from the agenda.) 
 

 
                                             * * * * * * * * *  

 
     The vote of each member of the Board of Supervisors upon each matter at the 
foregoing meeting, unless otherwise stated, was as follows: 
 
 AYES:  SUPERVISORS: Muenzer, De La Cruz, Rivas, Botelho, Barrios 
 NOES: SUPERVISORS: None 
 ABSENT: SUPERVISORS: None 
 
     There being no further business the Board adjourned at 10:45 a.m. to April 1, 2014 
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
       JERRY MUENZER, CHAIRMAN 
       San Benito County Board of Supervisors 
 
ATTEST:  
Janet Slibsager, Asst. Clerk of the Board 
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