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           County Administration Building – Board of Supervisors Chambers, 481 Fourth Street, Hollister, California

REGULAR MEETING

     OCTOBER 5, 2010

      ACTION MINUTES


The Board of Supervisors of San Benito County met in the Board Chambers on the above date in regular session.  Supervisors Botelho, Loe, Barrios, De La Cruz and Monaco were present. Also present was County Administrative Officer Susan Thompson, Assistant County Counsel Barbara Thompson, Clerk of the Board Linda Churchill for morning session and Assistant Clerk of the Board Janet Slibsager for the afternoon session. Chairman Reb Monaco presided.
	9:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER:


a) Supervisor De La Cruz led the Pledge of Allegiance.
b) Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried acknowledged Certificate of Posting. (Unanimous)
c) Public Comment:  Joe Thompson, local resident, voiced continued concerns with regards to the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) positions and following the voter’s mandates by only have two representatives from the Board of Supervisors on the Council of Governments and asked that it be placed on the Board’s agenda at a future meeting.
d) Department Head Announcements:  County Administrative Officer Susan Thompson provided an update on the status of the new Courthouse construction project.  
           Lisa Rheinheimer, Executive Director of COG, announced that this week was the 14th Annual Rideshare Week and encouraged the public to sign up at Rideshareweek.com and they could win a terrific prize.

Ms. Rheinheimer wished CAO Thompson well in her upcoming retirement.



County Librarian Nora Conte reported that the Strategic Plan Program survey was received well and invited the public to a mixer to be held at the Library and at that time the members of public have a final opportunity to contribute to the Strategic Planning process.

Ms. Conte stated that she has appreciated working with CAO Thompson over the years and wished her well in her retirement.
e) Board Announcements, Introductions and Presentations:  Supervisor Loe reported that she and Supervisor Botelho attended the VTA meeting stating that we have to continue communications.
Supervisor Botelho stated that we are making tremendous progress with VTA on realignment of Highway 152 and the safety issues and we need to work with our neighboring counties.

Supervisor Botelho suggested that the study being done on the consolidation of communications with Santa Cruz County be put on hold until after the Sheriff’s race and have the incoming sheriff help us analyze this idea.

Chairman Monaco directed staff to place this item on the October 12, 2010 meeting for discussion.

Supervisor Barrios reported that the San Benito County Fair was again an incredibly great event.

Supervisor De La Cruz reported that he had a booth at the fair and he talked with many of his constituents and members of the public about local issues.
Chairman Monaco also attended the Fair stating it was well attended and a great event.
Chairman Monaco asked for a discussion with regards to AB2530 which affects the Williamson Act and how much damage would it do to San Benito County.

CAO Thompson stated that this is a very difficult issue and they are trying to figure out how it would affect property owners and the solution will be very difficult.  CAO Thompson stated that a status report would be agendized on the October 26, 2010 Board of Supervisor meeting.

Assessor Tom Slavich stated that AB2530 is a very complicated bill to get implemented and would require lots of computer program changes throughout the state and will affect the way we value things and also the tax bill itself must be changed to show the different fee.
Mr. Slavich said goodbye to CAO Thompson and wished her best in her retirement. 
PRESENTATIONS & RECOGNITIONS:
1) Presentation of Plaque recognizing County Administrative Officer Susan Thompson who is retiring after five years of service with the County of San Benito and over 32 years of public service.
Chairman Monaco presented a plaque to Ms. Thompson and Board members each expressed their appreciation for her outstanding service to the County and wished her well in her retirement.
2) Approve the Proclamation declaring October 24 to October 30, 2010 as San Benito County’s Red Ribbon Week.  (Behavioral Health)
Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by Supervisor Monaco, approved proclamation.  (Unanimous)  
Supervisor Barrios read and presented the proclamation to Behavioral Health Director Alan Yamamoto.

Substance Abuse Counselor Monica Rodriguez announced that the theme for this year’s walk/run to be held Saturday, October 30th in San Juan Bautista is “Run Your Own Life”.  Ms. Rodriguez stated there were poster and poetry contests also and thanked the many local business for the donations received.
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – C. Hill:

3)
Authorize the Sheriff to accept a donation of $1,000 from the Gavilan Kennel Club for the purchase of K-9 equipment.
Upon motion made by Supervisor Loe and seconded by Supervisor De La Cruz, authorized the Sheriff to accept donation of $1,000 as requested.  (Unanimous)
Joe Pendry, representing the Gavilan Kennel Club, stated that the Gavilan Kennel Club has supported the Sheriff’s Department and Deputy K-9 for many years and will continue to do so.

Sergeant Scott Becker, Canine Program Manager, expressed appreciation for this donation noting that these donations have been very helpful. Sergeant Becker introduced Nantos, Deputy K-9, who was present at the meeting. File #110
	CONSENT AGENDA:



Upon motion made by Supervisor De La Cruz and seconded by Supervisor Barrios, approved Consent Agenda Items with the exception of Items 4 and 7 which were pulled for discussion.  (Unanimous)
ADMINISTRATION:
4) Appoint Richard Inman as the Interim County Administrative Officer and approve temporary salary increase of 5% effective October 13, 2010.
Item pulled for discussion at the request of Joel Hill, SEIU, who expressed opposition to the salary increase during these tough budget times.
Discussion ensued.
BOARD ACTIONS: Upon motion made by Supervisor De La Cruz and seconded by Supervisor Loe, appointed Rich Inman as the Interim County Administrative Officer effective October 13, 2010.  (Unanimous)
     Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by Supervisor Loe, approved temporary salary increase of 5% effective October 13, 2010.  (4-1 Vote.  De La Cruz voted no.)  File #630

CLERK OF THE BOARD – L. Churchill:

5)
Approved the action minutes for the September 29, 2010 special meeting.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY – K. Flores:

6)
Approved Memorandum of Understanding with Local Pharmacies and Pharmacist Immunization Protocol for San Benito County and authorized the HHSA Director and Public Health Officer to sign said MOU and Pharmacist Immunization Protocol.  File #420
PLANNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT – G. Armstrong:

7)
Adopt Resolution supporting Proposition 23 which would suspend Assembly Bill 32 until California’s unemployment rate drops to 5.5 percent for four consecutive quarters.  (Res. No. 2010-114)

Item pulled for discussion.

Marty Richman, Hollister resident; Joe Thompson and Richard Bettencourt, County residents, addressed the Board.


BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by Supervisor Loe, continued item to October 12, 2010 with revisions to the resolution.  File #790
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARMENT – S. Wittry:
8)
Approved agreement with the City of Hollister for the construction, on-going maintenance and public access of a new playground at McCarthy Street Park, for the period October 5, 2010 through October 5, 2020 in an amount not to exceed $70,000 and directed Public Works Administrator to submit all documents necessary for project application and payment processes with the State of California.  File #105
9:30 A.M.  PUBLIC HEARING (Or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard)
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY – K. Flores:
9)
Held a Beilenson Hearing as required by California Health and Safety Code Section 1442.5 for public input regarding proposed Public Health service reductions decreasing immunization clinics from once per week to once per month resulting in a decrease of 432 client visits annually; and, approve proposed service reductions immediately or take other appropriate action.  


      Health & Human Services Director Kathy Flores presented staff report stating that a Beilenson Hearing is required by the California Health and Safety Code for public input regarding proposed Public Health service reductions.   Ms. Flores reported that the state of Public Health resources is in a fragile and as a result of decreases in Health Realignment revenues and subsequent impacts to staffing resources to provide mandated services Public Health is proposing to reduce its once per week immunization clinics to once per month.

     Discussion ensued and Ms. Flores answered questions posed by Board members.


     Chairman Monaco opened the public hearing.


     Marty Richman, local resident, addressed the Board.


     There being no further testimony by the public, Chairman Monaco closed the public hearing.


BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by Supervisor Loe, approved proposed services reductions immediately.   (4-1 Vote.  De La Cruz voted no.)  File #420
	REGULAR AGENDA:


INTERNAL SERVICES – R. Inman:

10)
Appoint a County Supervisor to Board of Directors of the Economic Development Corporation and remove the County Administrative officer.
Internal Services Director Rich Inman reported that during Budget Hearings the Board conditioned the $50,000 to the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) to have the opportunity to appoint a supervisor to the Board of Directors of the EDC.   
Discussion ensued about the appointment of a supervisor to the EDC Board and a possible budget cut next year to the EDC.
Phil Fortino, local resident, spoke in support of EDC.

BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by Supervisor Loe, appointed Supervisor De La Cruz to the EDC Board to represent the Board of Supervisors.  (Unanimous)  File #119.2
ADMINISTRATION:

11)
Review and approve the departmental expense reductions and review and discuss reduced Planning Commission meeting schedule.


Management Analyst Catherine Shaw reported that during budget hearings there were ad hoc committees appointed to meet with various departments of the County and thus far they have met with Public Works, Planning & Building and the Library in an effort to identify possible additional reductions to their respective budgets.  Ms. Shaw reported that at this three departments have identified over $89,000 in further reductions and these reductions will have a direct impact on the General Fund.  


Discussion ensued with regards to the reductions to the Library budget.



Supervisor Botelho emphasized that the reality of the situation is that the County has a tremendous deficit and the Board needs to make some real cuts and it must be done now.



Further discussion ensued.



Ms. Shaw explained that the total General Fund savings to the Public Works budget amounts to $54,710; Planning & Building Department savings is $25,000 and the Library savings is $9,431.



Chairman Monaco directed ad hoc committee to meet with Administrative staff and County Librarian to further discuss budget reductions.

BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Botelho and seconded by Supervisor Barrios, approved the departmental expense reductions and reduced Planning Commission, Parks & Recreation Commission and Veterans’ Park Commission meetings.  (Unanimous)  File #865
The Board adjourned into Closed Session at 11:30 a.m. and adjourned for lunch at 11:40 p.m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION

1:30 P.M.

The Board reconvened at 1:30 p.m. and reported on Closed Session as follows:

	CLOSED SESSION:


Matters discussed during Closed Session include existing and pending litigation, personnel matters and real property negotiations.  Reportable actions taken by the Board during Closed Session will be announced during open session.  (Gov. Code Section 54957.1(a) & (b), Ralph M. Brown Act.)

12)
Public Employee Appointment

Title:  
      Clerk of the Board


Authority:  California Government Code Section 54957


No reportable action. File #235.6
PUBLIC HEARING – 1:30 P.M. (or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard)
PLANNING & BUILDING DEPT. – G. Armstrong:
13)
Held a public hearing to consider the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
for the Santana Ranch Project, to receive and consider the Planning 
Commission’s recommendations reflected in Planning Commission 
Resolution 2010-10, and to consider and potentially adopt a Resolution 
certifying the EIR, adopting findings required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), adopting mitigation measures to reduce 
any significant environmental impacts where feasible, adopting a Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program, and adopting a Statement of Overriding 
Considerations; and set a public hearing regarding General Plan 
Amendment 10-45, Specific Plan 003-06, Zone Change 10-172 and the 
Development Agreement.


Planning Director Gary Armstrong provided information as to how the sequence of events would take place at the public hearing in regards to the Santana Ranch Specific Plan Project and Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Certification and introduced the panel of experts that would be available to answer any questions.                                             


Senior Planner Lissette Knight provided a PowerPoint presentation 
on the 
Santana Ranch EIR covering the following points: Environmental Process; 
Project Overview; Local Location-Hillcrest and Sunnyslope Road; Rough Project 
Layout; Certification of the EIR; Environmental Conclusions and Staff 
Recommendations. 


Ms. Knight said that they had received some letters from the public prior to 
the meeting that they had tried to address with regards to noise issues.  Those 
letters were included in the Board of Supervisors packets.


Ms. Knight said that there was a letter that had been received from Steve 
Rosati in regards to traffic concerns.



Public Works Administrator Steve Wittry provided information in regards to 
the traffic impact fee program and the goal of the impact fee for new and 
incoming projects.


Applicant Frank Guerra provided a video highlighting the conceptional 
plan of the Santana Ranch Project covering the following points: Project 
Description; 
Highlighted 
Benefits; Affordable Housing; Parks; Lots for Local 
Builders; Reservation of a School Site and Revenue Neutrality.



Mr. Guerra thanked the Board for their consideration of the EIR and the 
specific plan and development agreement to follow.  Mr. Guerra said that their 
consultants would be available to answer any questions.



Discussion ensued by Board and applicant Frank Guerra. 


Chairman Monaco opened the public hearing.



Those speaking in regards to the Santana Ranch Specific Plan Project 
were: John Buchanan, Hollister resident; Thomas Rooth, Teacher-San Benito 
High School; Marilyn Ferreira, Hollister resident; Marty Richman, Hollister 
resident; Graham Mackie, San Benito Business Council; Jeannette Langstaff, 
Hollister resident; Don Winn, Hollister resident; Bob Tiffany, Hollister resident and 
longtime business owner; Janet Brians, Hollister resident.



Chairman Monaco closed the public hearing.



Applicant Frank Guerra thanked the public for their comments stating he 
appreciated the consideration of the project.  Mr. Guerra said that they are 
looking forward to building a good project.


Supervisor Barrios mentioned that she would like to see the park hours 
during the summer extended past 7:00 p.m.  Supervisor Barrios stated that this is 
a very positive project for San Benito County and would support it.



Supervisor De La Cruz mentioned that he wants to make sure that this 
project is hooked up with the City of Hollister.  Supervisor De La Cruz said that 
we need to move forward and stated that he would support this project.



Supervisor Loe said that she had some concerns such as was there
a letter from 
Sunnyslope Water stating 
that they would provide the water for this 
project; sewer treatment meeting the standard level of treatment and if it would 
be the same as for the City of Hollister; affordable housing units and if there was 
a project start date and the traffic impact fees for this project.


Water Analyst for the project, Greg Young, reported on the water supply 
assessment that had been provided by Sunnyslope Water District indicating 
there would be a sufficient water supply for at least 20 years. Mr. Young said 
there is not a letter at this time and it should be coming at a later date.


Public Works Administrator Steve Wittry answered the questions in 
regards to the sewer and the level of treatment being the same as the City of 
Hollister.


Senior Planner Lissette Knight answered the questions in regards to the 
affordable housing.


Mr. Wittry provided information on the traffic and impact fees for the 
project.


Further discussion ensued by Board and staff.



Supervisor Botelho stated that he supports the EIR, but there are some 
things 
that will need to be thought out and brought back to the Board for 
approval.



Chairman Monaco stated that this has been a good project and he 
supports the EIR.


BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Botelho, adopted Resolution No. 2010-114, certifying the 
Environmental Impact Report for the Santana Ranch Specific Plan Project, 
adopting findings required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
adopting mitigation measures to reduce any significant environmental impacts 
where feasible, as recommended in the EIR, adopting a Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program and adopting a Statement of Overriding Considerations; 
and set a public hearing for October 26, 2010 regarding the General Plan 
Amendment 10-45, Specific Plan 003-06, Zone Change 10-172 and the 
Development Agreement; with the revision in the resolution to reflect the change 
in park hours, closing at 10:00 p.m. during the summer. (Unanimous) #790
********************************

The vote of each member of the Board of Supervisors upon each matter at the foregoing meeting, unless otherwise stated, was as follows:
AYES:

SUPERVISORS:  Botelho, Loe, Barrios, De La Cruz, Monaco
NOES:
SUPERVISORS:  None

ABSENT:
SUPERVISORS:  None

There being no further business the Board adjourned at 3:30 p.m. to October 12, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 
REB MONACO, CHAIRMAN









San Benito County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:  

Linda Churchill, Clerk of the Board

Morning Session
Janet Slibsager, Assistant Clerk

Afternoon Session

SAN BENITO COUNTY


BOARD OF SUPERVISORS











Minutes
Approved by the Board of Supervisors on 11/02/10
October 5, 2010


