




Karen Ross, Secretary California Department of Food and Agriculture 

The Honorable San Benito County Board of Supervisors 

Ray Espinosa, County Administrative Officer 

 

 

In accordance with the requirements of section 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural 

Code, I respectfully submit the Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measuresô 2022 Annual 

Livestock and Crop Report.    

 

Farmers and ranchers throughout San Benito County were thrown a major curveball in 2022. Changes 

in weather patterns affected growers and producers immensely. From south county seeing a few snow 

days in the beginning of the year to the San Juan Valley, which is known for its typically moderate 

climate, having record high temperatures in late summer as well as throughout the county. The 

ongoing drought took a toll on almost all farmers and ranchers. The vast majority of cattle ranchers 

were forced to cut down herd sizes in order to prevent overgrazing on their rangelands. Farmers had 

to be cautious of water usage, those dependent on the Blue Valve water were cut off ultimately leading 

to the termination of their crop. Despite these hardships, San Benito County agricultural industry 

powered through.  

 

The San Benito County Agricultural Commissionerôs Office prides itself with the close net 

relationships it has with our countyôs farmers and ranchers. We strive to build rapport and open 

communication with our growers thus a special thank you to all who have contributed to the data 

collection process. This report could not have been done without the efforts of our community and 

department staff. Thank you to all who call agriculture their professional career and especially to the 

staff who collected, analyzed, and published this important data. 

 

These figures represent gross returns to the producer and do not take into consideration the cost of 

production, marketing, or transportation. Net income of the producer is not reflected in this report. 

The figures are also periodically averaged and or rounded in the process to achieve the end value. 

 

To learn more about the Agricultural Commissionerôs Office and the services we provide including 

crop reports, visit us @ https://www.cosb.us/departments/agriculture/crop-report. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ken Griffin 
 

Ken Griffin  
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Field Crops Fruit and Nut
Crops

Vegetable and
Row Crop

Cattle Other
Livestock &

Poultry

2021 $33,823,000 $65,207,000 $217,524,000 $21,489,000 $3,011,000

2022 $33,676,000 $60,308,000 $229,848,000 $22,918,000 $3,375,000

Commodity Summary

2021 341,054,000$ 

2022 350,125,000$ 

Total Gross Sales

San Benito Countyõs 

Agricultural Value 

increased by 9 million 

dollars in gross sales for 

2022. The biggest increase 

was found in Vegetable and 

Row Crops. 
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2021 Rank 2022 Rank Product Value % of Total % difference

Misc. Veg & Row $48,304,000 8%

Wine Grapes $40,616,000 7%

Spinach $37,353,000 6%

Tomato, Fresh mkt. $30,490,000 5%

Lettuce, Romaine $24,432,000 4%

Broccoli/Broccolette $24,046,000 4%

Cattle & Livestock $22,918,000 4%

Lettuce, Salad Mix $22,450,000 4%

Pasture/ Rangeland $17,438,000 3%

Peppers, All Reported $17,084,000 3%

$285,131,000

2022 Top 10 Commodities

1 1 -5%

2 2 -10%

4 3 6%

10 4 143%

7 5 47%

5 6 -5%

6 7 7%

3 8 -38%

8 9 6%

9 10 19%

Total Value 80% of ALL Commodities
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